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tion may be from English into the vernacular, or from the
vernacular into English; and the two processes are
not equally difficult. The former is the easier, for this
reason. In the language into which the translation is
made the vocabulary to be used will be the pupil's work-
ing vocabulary, that is (as alread\^ explained), the words
and expressions to represent the ideas or meanings in
his mind must be so familiar that they leap without
trouble into consciousness. In the language from which
the translation is made this degree of familiarity is un-
necessary ; the pupil has only to recognize the words and
their meanings when he sees them, he has not to think
them, or call them into mind, himself ; they need belong
only to his recognition vocabulary.
Translation from English
But to translate into his vernacular is to translate into
a medium where the working vocabulary which he
needs for the purpose is immensely larger than it is in
English, placing far more expressions immediately at his.
service.
- Ic is true that English is a more difficult medium to
translate from than is his vernacular. He has more diffi-
culty, that is, in grasping the meaning of the passage for
translation where it is given him in English and not in
his vernacular. But as the vocabulary of words he
recognizes in English is much wider than that of words
he uses himself, it is correspondingly easier for him to
get at the meaning of the English passage, than to give
the same meanings in English.
Thus in order of difficulty, given the same set of
meanings to deal with, the easiest type of translation is
probably that from vernacular te vernacular\ usually called
paraphrase ; intermediate is translation from English into
the vernacular / translation from the vernacular into Eng-
lish is the most difficult.
With vernacular paraphrase we are not concerned in
the teaching of English. Of the other two, the use of the
easier, viz. translation from English, may be now con-
sidered. Of our four main aims in teaching English—
teaching , to speak, to understand spoken English, to

